Introduction
Cytokine mediated interactions among macrophages, lymphocytes and eosinophils appear to be involved in the pathogenesis of the eosinophilia and airways' inflammation that characterize asthma. >4 Thus, tumour necrosis factor alpha (TNF-0) and granulocyte-macrophage colony-stimulating factor (GM-CSF), given parenterally, induce the accumulation of eosinophils in the airways of normal guinea-pigs. Also, TNF-cz is released from sensitized lung tissue following IgE receptor triggering, 6 and it contributes to mast cell de- Fig. 1 ). In the group challenged with OA aerosol, TNF-was not detectable in BAL 
